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NORTHERN NEW JERSEY 
By Dean Marchi, CB Richard Ellis 

There is always opportunity if we 

can find the courage to pick our heads up
 

Recently I made a deci
sion to be more cau
tious about how much 

“news” I allow myself to take 
in; mainly because it’s all bad 
news. The news media phrase 
“if it bleeds it leads” is true 
with economic news as well. If 
we listen to the news then we 
would be under the impres
sion that the best thing we 
can do is put our heads down 
and hope this train doesn’t 
run us over. This couldn’t be 
more un-American. We are a 
people who have thrived and 
overcome every challenge 
thrown in our path because 
we pick our heads up, stare 

Dean Marchi 
directly into the eyes of a 
problem and figure out innu

merable ways to overcome. in fact, the very foundation of 
The only thing that comes America and a key ingredient 

from fear is paralysis and in every recipe for success. 

“There is a lesson in his story for all of us; there is al
ways opportunity if we can find the courage to pick our 
heads up and act.” 

no one created a fortune 
through fear. Thomas Paine 
wrote in The Crisis “These 
are the times that try men’s 
souls” and there is no doubt 
that the fear is there and it 
may be well founded but we 
would do well to consider that 
courage is the ability to act in 
spite of our fear. Courage is, 

Case in point, some time in 
the late 1920’s my grandfa
ther stood at a port in Italy 
and embarked on a journey 
into the unknown like mil
lions before him. Starting as 
a cab driver and construc
tion worker he shortly added 
superintendent to his list of 
jobs in New York City. As the 
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Great Depression hit he saw 
an opportunity to buy his fi rst 
building and then started 
Marchi’s Restaurant. In the 
midst of the worst economy 
in this country’s history and 
without the benefit of the abil
ity to speak English or a High 
School education he was able 
to launch two enterprises that 
continue to thrive today. 

There is a lesson in his 
story for all of us; there is 
always opportunity if we can 
find the courage to pick our 
heads up and act. 

We at CB Richard Ellis, 
a firm which has thrived 
for over 100 years through 
the best and worst of times 
share this vision. We see 
opportunity whether it is 
in the redevelopment of the 
former St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Passaic, the hundreds of 
affordable apartment units 
we are marketing or in the 
fact that we were appointed 
as a primary advisor to the 
U.S. Federal Deposit Insur
ance Corporation (FDIC) for 
the disposition of their real 
estate assets. 

Many will look back on this 
moment in time; for decades 
to come it will be chronicled 
in history books. For all, it 
will have been challenging. 
For some it will have been a 
time to be forgotten. And yet 
for others it will be the start, 
the birth of wealth that will 
last for generations to come. 
There is always opportunity 
for those with the courage to 
act. It is our choice. 

Dean Marchi is fi rst vice 
president private client 
group for CB Ricard Ellis 
in Saddle Brook, NJ. ■ 


